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Exploring the RCRC Movement
in the Crisis of Bangladesh
Population Movement

Violence in Rakhine State of Myanmar since 25 August 2017 has caused the surge of
population moving towards Bangladesh.

As of 8 November 2017, it is reported that 611,000 people have moved across the border into
Bangladesh. This is an addition to the 210,000 people who were already displaced from Rakhine
State prior to this most recent influx. Most of the population is staying in Cox’ s Bazar district in
either collective sites or in dispersed setting within the host communities.

An estimated 80 per cent of the new arrivals are women and children. The speed and scale of
the influx has created a complex humanitarian emergency that is volatile. The displaced population
has travelled with limited to no possession and are arriving in Bangladesh in poor condition.
The living condition in the camps for the population is also poor and the population is extremely
vulnerable to future shocks such as cyclone or cholera outbreak.

Bangladesh Red Cross Society (BDRCS) has been assisting the People from Rakhine since
the initial displacement in the 90s. For this recent displacement, BDRCS has been providing
assistance and support to the operation since December 2016. The response is utilizing a One-
Window Approach, where BDRCS is the lead. The operation has received support of local donors,
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) (via Emergency Appeal
to which Taiwan Red Cross has also contributed), International Committee of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (ICRC) and Partner National Societies (PNSs) working bilaterally.

ICRC Rapid Deployment of 35 staff and delegates is active with close coordination with
BDRCS and IFRC in Protection (re-establishment of family links, protection of civilian population),
assistance (WASH, food and non-food items distributions, health medical mobile teams) for up to
75,000 displaced people; mainly in border areas. ICRC will remain flexible in its response, focusing
first on emergency needs, including those of host communities.

B Z AL L ES R BN S W H A S (FRC)E BB S A Z I AES - & T
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16.
17.
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In addition to ICRC and IFRC, other Movement
partners with long-term presence in Bangladesh are

the American Red Cross, British Red Cross, Danish
Red Cross, German Red Cross, Swedish Red
Cross, Swiss Red Cross and Turkish Red Crescent
Society. They focus on supporting BDRCS in long
term programs including disaster risk reduction
(DRR) programs and are active supporters of
BDRCS disaster response. There is a strong
Movement coordination mechanism which includes
organization of a bi-monthly Movement Coordination
Forum led by BDRCS.

Global response tools are being deployed to
significantly strengthen the response. Danish RC,
Iranian RC, German RC, Kuwait RC, Qatar RC,
and Turkish RC are currently scaling up their relief
presence in Cox’ s Bazar. Across all humanitarian
action in Bangladesh, Movement partners will
prioritize further capacity enabling and leadership of
the BDRCS to deliver relief and recovery programs. 4
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IFRC Key figures

BlffH &S RARET

To provide urgent humanitarian
support for 200,000 people.

RE20B ABESNIEEED

730,000 displaced people
738 NBERFT

67% of new arrivals are women
and children

67% FTHIEE BIF LM E

33,516,627 Swiss francs needed
53,3518 mAES

13,600 Swiss francs donated by
Taiwan Red Cross

RE1882 13,6003 1)EES
(HW7T1BEE)
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